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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Members 
of  the  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1945  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  together  with  a report  on  the 
work  of  the  Health  Department. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  is  17.1  compared  with  16.1 
for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Death  Rate  is  13.6  and  for  England 
and  Wales  1 1.4. 

The  war-time  restrictions  on  building  repairs,  and  the  shortage 
of  materials  has  hampered  the  work  of  the  department  in  the  matter  of 
housing  repairs. 

The  supervision  of  the  milk  and  ice  cream  supply  of  the  town 
has  been  one  of  the  intensive  campaigns  of  the  Health  Department.  In 
most  cases  the  co-operation  of  the  producers  is  readily  forthcoming  in 
meeting  the  requirements  necessary  for  a clean  supply  of  these  commodities. 
Milk  and  ice  cream  are  foods  which  children  as  a group  pkrtake  more 
freely  than  adults,  and  it  is  essential  that  a high  standard  should  be 
maintained  by  the  producers.  A healthy  childhood  is  the  first  essential 
of  a fit  and  healthy  nation. 

I am  again  grateful  for  the  help  and  encouragement  shown  to 
the  endeavours  of  the  department  by  the  governing  committees,  and  to 
the  voluntary  workers  who  form  an  integral  part  of  a successful  clinic. 

I am  indebted  too  for  the  loyal  co-operation  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Health  Department. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  SYDNEY  DAVIDSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  = 1 .">04  statute  acres. 


Population  = Census,  1931 

...28,717 

Estimated,  mid  1945 

...25, 

230. 

Vital  Statistics  of  the  year  1945. 

Births  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  ... 

198 

207 

405 

Illegitimate  ... 

14 

13 

27 

Total  Births 

212 

220 

432 

Still  Births  ... 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000  population 
Still  Births  per  1,000  total  births 

10 

7 

17 

17.1 

37.0 

Deaths  : 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  : 

Legiiimate 

10 

14 

24 

Illegitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Total 

12 

16 

28 

Infant  Mortality  Bate 

64  per  1,000 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

...  5 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough 

...  3 

Deaths  from  Measles  ... 

...Nil 

Premature  Birth 

...  7 

Causes  of  Death  in  all 

Ages 

IN  1945. 

Bronchitis  ... 

...  38 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

...  1 1 

Whooping  cough  ... 

...  3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

Tuberculosis  : 

Respi  ratory  ... 

...  12 

Other  forms  ... 

...  1 

Cancer 

...  55 

Diabetes 

...  5 

Heart  disease 

...  79 

Other  circulatory  diseases... 

...  7 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

...  44 

Nephritis  ... 

...  18 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  ... 

...  2 
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Other  digestive  diseases  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premature  birth  or  congenital  defects  ...  10 
Childbirth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Oerebro  spinal  fever  ...  ...  ..  4 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  . ...  5 

Syphilis  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Road  traffic  accidents  ..  ...  ...  1 

Other  deaths  from  violence  ...  ...  4 

All  other  causes  ...  ..  ...  27 

Total  ...345 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ...13.6 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  for  Infectious  Diseases. 

(1)  Smallpox. 

Cases  of  smallpox  arising  in  the  area  are  treated  at  the  Ainsworth 
Smallpox  Hospital  under  the  Bury  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

(2)  Other  Infectious  Diseases. 

Infectious  diseases  other  than  smallpox  are  admitted  for  treatment 
to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  of  the  Bolton  Corporation,  situated  in 
Hulton  Lane.  Bolton,  or  to  the  Ladvwell  Sanatorium,  Eccles  New  Road, 
Salford.  It  is  the  policy  of  the  department  to  arrange  for  hospital  treat- 
ment of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease,  whether  notifiable  or  not,  where  the 
home  conditions  and  attention  available  do  not  afford  the  patient  the  best 
chance  of  recovery.  This  policy  allows  hospital  treatment  for  those  cases  of 
measles  and  whooping  cough  which  develop  pneumonia,  and  which  in  the 
past  have  shown  a high  mortality  rate.  Cases  of  scarlet  fever,  on  the 
other  hand,  are  not  sent  to  hospital  unless  the  home  conditions  warrant 
removal  to  an  isolation  hospital. 

Ambulance  Service. 

Jointly  maintained  by  the  adjoining  districts  of  Farnworth, 
Kearsley  and  Little  Lever,  the  ambulance  scheme  in  operation  provides  a 
twenty-four  hours  service.  The  ambulances  travelled  a total  of 
14,846  miles  during  1945,  removing  accidents,  urgent  illness,  and  cases  for 
routine  treatment  to  hospitals  in  Manchester,  Salford  and  Bolton. 

It  is  a costly  scheme  to  run  an  efficient  twenty-four  hours’ 
ambulance  service  for  a small  area.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  a 
scheme  of  ambulance  services  &r  a wide  area,  covering  a large  population, 
will  be  formed,  thereby  considerably  lessening  the  cost  of  an  ambulance 
service  to  individual  authorities  without  reducing  its  efficiency. 
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Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations  for  the  area  are 
• carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester.  During  the 
year  23  swabs  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  theC  diphtheriae  and  2 of 
these  were  reported  positive.  Details  of  the  examinations  of  milk  supplies 
are  given  later  in  this  report. 

Mid  wives. 

The  Borough  is  served  by  four  midwives  resident  in  the  area,  and 
they  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  There  is 
close  co-operation  between  these  midwives  and  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Services  of  the  Borough.  The  midwives  attend  the  weekly  Ante- 
-natal  Clinic,  held  in  the  clinic  premises  in  Albert  Hoad,  Farnworth. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  Clinic  in  Albert  Road,  Farnworth,  serves  all  the  clinics 
appertaining  to  the  School  Medical  Service  of  the  County  Council,  and  the 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  of  the  Borough. 

Clinic  Time  Table. 

School  Medical  Clinic:  Every  morning,  9 — 1 2,  except  Sunday. 

School  Medical  Officer’s  Clinic  : Every  Wednesday  morning, 
10 — 12  a.m.  Friday  (Special  appointment)  11 — 12  am. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  ■:  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Friday, 
2 — 4 p m. 

Medical  Officer’s  Clinic  : Tuesday,  2-30 — 3-30  p.m. 

Immunisation  Clinic  : Tuesday,  2 — 2-30  p.m.,  Friday,  10 — 11  a.m. 

Medical  Officer’s  Ante-natal  Clinic  and  Post-natal  Clinic: 
Thursday.  2 — 4 p.m. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

This  nursing  is  operated  by  the  District  Nursing  Association,  a 
voluntary  body,  affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association.  The  Borough 
Council  makes  an  annual  contribution  to  its  funds. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

This  is  also  undertaken  by  the  District  Nursing  Association  in 
special  cases  (puerperal  pyiexia,  pneumonia,  etc.)  and  the  Borough  Council 
reimburse  the  Nursing  Association  on  a per  visit  rate. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses  are  ever  ready  to  help 
and  advise  parents  in  the  nursing  of  sick  persons. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  Health  Visiting. 

The  health  visiting  in  the  Borough  is  undertaken  by  four  Health 
Visitors,  who  are  also  School  Nurses. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  : — 

Visits: — First  visits 

Revisits,  under  1 year  ... 

,,  1-5  years 

Expectant  Mothers 
First  visits  . . . 

Revisits  . : . 

Infectious  Diseases 
Infant  Life  Protection 
Special  visits 

Total 

Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. 

Two  mothers  were  admitted  to  homes  and  hostels  under  a 
scheme  for  the  care  of  illegitimate  children  and  unmarried  mothers, 
operated  by  the  Lancashire  County  Council  for  those  Authorities 
contributing  to  the  scheme. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants. 

There  were  28  deaths  of  children  under  12  months  during  the 
^year,  and  of  these  7 were  prematurely  born  infants. 

The  total  number  of  infants  belonging  to  the  district  who  were 
notified  as  premature  births  was  15,  and  of  these  14  were  maintained  in 
hospital  during  the  first  few  weeks  of  life.  Two  premature  infants  were 
born  at  home  and  one  was  removed  to  hospital. 

Premature  infants  born  at  home  ...  ..  2 

Premature  infants  born  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  13 

Nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Of  those  born  in  hospital  3 died  during  the  first  24  hours,  and  7 
were  surviving  at  the  end  of  1 month. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  the  hospital  accommodation  of  all 

premature  born  children,  and  on  the  rare  occasions  when  a premature 
infant  is  nursed  at  home,  the  Health  Visitor  of  the  district  is  available  to 
help  and  advise. 

2.  Child  Welfare  Clinic. 

The  child  welfare  clinic  for  children  under  school  age  is  held  on 

a Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Friday  afternoon  from  2 — 4,  with  the  Medical 

Officer  in  attendance  on  Tuesday  from  2 — 4.  The  total  number  of  children 

who  attended  the  clinic,  and  who  were  under  12  months  old  on  the  first 

visit  was  337,  and  over  12  months,  10. 

’ 5 % 


...  454 
...3307 
...6059 

...  210 
...  362 
...  78 

3 

...  305 
10,778 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  308  children  under  12  months  old  had 
attended  the  clinic,  661  over  this  age  had  attended,  and  the  total  number 
of  attendances  was  6,006.  The  average  attendance  at  each  session  was 
42.  In  addition  337  expectant  mothers  made  2,152  attendances. 

At  the  Medical  Officer’s  Clinic  623  consultations  were  given 
during  the  year. 

3.  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinic. 

This  clinic  is  held  on  a Thursday  afternoon’  at  2 p.m.  and  during 
1945  the  Gynaecologist  attended  49  sessions. 

The  total  of  967  attendances  represented  325  expectant  mothers. 
Of  this  number,  174  were  having  their  first  babies  (primiparae).  The  age 
group  of  the  primiparae  are  given  in  the  following  table 

Under  20  20-25  25-30  30-35  35-40  Over  40 

13  74  45  24  16  2 

The  Hospital  Maternity  Scheme  operated  by  the  council 
continues  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  maternity  services  of  the 
Borough.  Accommodation  for  expectant  mothers  is,  however,  limited  and 
hospital  accommodation  is  only  afforded  to  those  requiring  it  on  medical 
grounds  or  the  unsuitable  home  conditions.  During  1945  there  were  183 
expectant  mothers  admitted  to  Townleys  Hospital  and  9 to  St  Mary’s 
Hospital,  Manchester,  under  the  Council’s  scheme  Of  the  325  mothers 
in  attendance  at  the  ante  and  post-natal  clinics  264  were  confined  during 
the  year  under  review  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  these 
cases  : — 

Primiparae.  Multiparse. 


Confinement  at  home 

19 

5:> 

.,  .,  Townleys  Hospital 

105 

78 

,,  St.  Mary’s  Hospital 

' 6 

3 

,,  ,,  other  Institutions 

l 

2 

Total 

131 

133 

Vertex  presentation 

130 

127 

Breech  presentation 

2 

4 

Other  presentation 

— - 

2 

B.B.A.  (born  before  arrival  of  Dr.  or  nurse) 

1 

3 

Normal  labour 

109 

120 

Prolonged  labour... 

6 

— 

Induced  labour  ... 

2 

1 

Instrumental  delivery 

12 

2 

Caesarian  section  ... 

2 

10 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage 

— 

3 

Intra-partum  haemorrhage 

2 

— 

Post-partum  haemorrhage 

2 

1 

Placenta  prsevia 

1 

— 

Placenta  adherent 

2 

1 

Ruptured  perineum 

13 

1 
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Puerperal  mania  ... 
Thrombo  phlebitis 
Maternal  death  ... 

Condition  of  child  : 

Alive  and  well 
Still-born  ... 

Died  within  1 month 


1 

1 

1 


129  129 

2 5 

2 2 


There  were  two  maternal  deaths  during  the  year.  One  of  these, 
a primipara  aged  36,  attended  ante  natal  clinic  and  death  was  due  to 
cardiac  failure  and  pituitary  thrombosis.  The  other  fatality,  a multipara 
aged  34,  did  not  attend  the  ante-natal  clinic  and  death  was  due  to 
macrocytic  anaemia  of  pregnancy.  The  latter  case  was  admitted  to 
Towrdeys  Hospital  for  treatment. 


4.  Convalescent  Homes. 

Post-natal  cases  requiring  convalescence  are  sent  to  Lear  Home 
of  Recovery,  West.  Kirby. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  North  of  England  Children's 
Sanatorium,  Southport,  for  the  reception  of  pre-school  children  in  need  of 
convalescence. 


5.  Home  Helps. 

The  Health  Department  were  unable  to  provide  any  Home  Helps 
during  the  year.  The  maintaining  of  an  efficient  Home  Help  Service  is 
dependent  on  constant  work  being  available.  It  is  impossible  to 
maintain  a service  where  the  employment  is  casual  and  the  Home  Helps 
are  faced  with  long  stretches  of  unemployment  and  no  pay. 


6.  Emergency  Unit. 

An  emergency  unit  is  provided?by  St.  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester, 
for  use  in  the  Borough  when  required.  This  service  was  not  required 
during  1945. 

7.  Infant  Life  Protection. 

There  were  no  cases  on  the  register  during  the  year  under  review. 

8.  Dentai/  Treatment 

For  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 


No  of  mothers  referred  for  treatment  ...  4f 

,,  ,,  treated  ...  ...  ...  28 

,,  ,,  attendances  ...  ...  ...  110 

,,  ,,  permanent  fillings  ...  ...  45 

,,  ,,  ,,  extractions  ...  ...  65 

„ ,,  scalings  and  polishings  ...  ...  11 

„ ,,  dentures  ...  ...  ...  4 

Other  treatment  to  permanent  teeth  ...  33 
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For  pre-school  children. 

No.  of  children  referred  for  treatment  ...  29 


„ „ „ treated  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  „ attendances  ...  ...  ...  39 

fillings  in  temporary  teeth  ...  12 

„ temporary  extractions  ...  ...  36 

,,  ,,  cases  given  advice  ...  10 

Other  treatment  to  temporary  teeth  ...  3 


9.  Minor  Ailments. 

259  pre-school  children  attended  the  morning  clinics  for  treatment, 
making  1,245  attendances  during  the  year. 


10.  Throat,  Nose  and  Ear  Defects. 

Dr.  W.  B.  McKelvie,  Aural  Surgeon  to  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  and  to  the  Education  Committee,  held  8 sessions 
during  the  year,  in  which  9 pre-school  children  were  examined  and  treated 
at  the  clinics  and  6 pre-school  children  had  operative  treatment  at 
Townleys  Hospital. 


1 1 Orthopaedics. 

Particulars  relating  to  the  treatment  of  Fain  worth  pre-school 
children  t the  Kearsley  Orthopaedic  Clinic  during  the  year,  1945. 


No.  of  individual  children  attended 
Total  number  of  attendances  made 

Orthopaedic  defects  : — 

Infantile  paralysis  (lower  limb) 
Congenital  dislocation  of  hip 
Pronated  feet 
Pes  planus 

Synostosis  radius  and  ulna 
Miscellaneous  deformities  ... 

Genu  varum 
Genu  valgum 
Synovitis  ... 

Unclassified 
No  abnormality  found 


27 

58 

2 

2 

1 

2 

) 

2 

i 

9 

1 

1 

5 


12.  Eye  Defects. 

During  the  year  59  pre-school  children  were  examined  by  the 
Ophthalmic  Surgeon  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  Glasses  were  necessary 

in  15  cases. 


13.  War-Time  Nurseries. 

The  average  daily  attendance  of  the  two  war-time  nurseries 
are  given  below 

Park  Street  Day  Nursery 
Bridgewater  Street  Day  and  Night  Nursery 


...  28 
...  35 
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14.  Cleanliness. 

The  hygiene  of  the  home  and  the  child  is  a daily  crusade  with 
the  Health  Visitors.  The  incidence  of  head  lice  in  children  is  slowly 
declining  and  the  little  progress  that  has  been  made  has  been  achieved  by 
the  constant  vigilance  of  the  Health  Visitors. 

Mothers  are  shown  how  to  keep  a chill’s  hair  free  from  lice,  and 
promising  results  have  been  obtained  in  the  eradication  of  nits  by  the  use 
of  Benzyl  Benzoate  emulsion  before  combing  with  a fine  comb. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  proceedings  in  court  against  parents  in 
three  cases  where,  after  repeated  warnings,  the  children’s  heads  were  lice 
infested.  Convictions  were  otained  in  the  three  cases. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  only  two  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  the  year, 
and  in  both  cases  complete  recovery  was  made. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin. 

Antitoxin  is  available  in  10,000  units  free  to  general  practitioners 
for  patients  resident  in  the  Borough.  During  the  year  80,000  units  were 
issued. 

I iTPHTHKIU A IMMUNISATION. 

The  table  below  gives  the  immunisation  figures  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  clinic  for  immunisation  was  held  weekly. 

Number  of  children  completely  immunised  up  to  31/12/45. 


Age  at 
31/12/45, 
i.e..  born  in 
year. 

U rider 

1 

1945 

1 

1944 

2 

1943 

3 

1942 

4 

1941 

5 to  9 
1936-40 

1 0 to  14 
1931-35 

Total 
under  15 

No. 

immunised. 

8 

l 

266 

316 

287 

279 

1252 

1463 

■ 

3871 

Estimated  mid- 
year population  / 

1945.  Ages  1/4,  2.100.  Ages  5/14.  3,380. 


Percentage 
of  children 

immunised.  Ages  1/4,  55%.  Ages  5/14,  80%. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Out  of  43  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified  during  the  year.  19  were 
treated  in  hospital.  There  were  no  deaths  due  to  this  disease. 
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Pneumonia. 

There  were  23  cases  notified  and  there  were  4 deaths. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  notified  in  a 
Farn worth  resident.  In  addition  there  were  5 cases  notified  from  Townleys 
Hospital,  which  is  situated  within  the  Farnworth  Borough,  but  the  patients 
concerned  were  not  residents  of  Farnworth. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

There  were  no  cases  recorded  among  babies  of  the  Borough,  but 
one  case  was  notified  from  Townleys  Hospital  who  was  resident  outside  the 
Borough. 


Infectious  Diseases.  1945  : — 

Scarlet  fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Acute  primary  pneumonia. 
Influenzal  pneumonia. 
Puerperal  pyrexia. 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum. 
Cerebro  spinal  fever 
Erysipelas. 

Measles. 

Whooping  cough. 
Dysentery. 

Treated  in  hospital  : — 

Scarlet  fever 
Diphtheria 

Cerebro  spinal  fever  ... 

Measles 

Puerperal  pyrexia 


Tuberculosis  : 

Cases  notified  : — 

Respiratory  . . . 
N on-respiratory 


43 

2 

20 

3 

6 

1 

2 

9 

1 57 
76 
1 


19 

2 

2 

2 

1 


15 

5 


The  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  undertaken  by  the  County  Conueil. 


Scabies. 

The  treatment  of  scabies  is  now  more  intensive,  and  this  has 
resulted  in  a reduction  of  attendances  necessary  to  effect  a cure. 

No.  of  pre-school  children  treated  ...  43 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  attendances  78 

„ „ school  children  treated  ..  161 

„ „ ,,  ,,  attendances...  313 

,,  ,,  adults  treated  ...  ...  34 

,,  „ „ attendances  ...  ...  70 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

A constant  water  supply  is  provided  by  the  Bolton  Corporation 
directly  to  all  dwellings  in  the  Borough,  and  the  supply  is  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses,  8,280.  Population,  25,230. 

All  water  is  filtered  and  treated  before  going  into  supply. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  bacteriological 
examinations,  chemical  analyses,  etc.,  supplied  by  Bolton  Waterworks 
Department : — 

No.  of  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  water — 46. 

Results  -Generally  filtration  and  treatment  necessary. 

No.  of  chemical  analyses  — 12. 

Results — Generally  filtration  and  treatment  necessary. 

Water  going  into  supply,  where  treatment  is  installed  : — 

No.  of  bacteriological  examinations  — 46. 

Results — Generally  of  excellent  quality,  absence  of  B.  Coli  in 
100  mils— 100%. 

No.  of  chemical  analyses — 12. 

Results — Generally  of  excellent  quality. 

No  action  was  necessary  in  respect  of  any* form  of  contamination. 
No.  of  analyses  for  plumbo-solvent  action — 46. 

Results — Satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

This  is  almost  entirely  on  the  combined  system.  There  is  one 
main  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Hall  Lane  Sewage  Works,  and  a subsidiary 
plant  at  Lark  Hill 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1945  : 

Number  of  privy  middens  ...  ...  4 

.,  closets  attached  to  these  middens  ...  \ 12 

pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

;,  fresh  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  8872 

„ waste  water  closets  ...  ...  276 

,,  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  ...  Nil 

movable  ashbins  for  refuse  . ..  8456 

,,  houses  on  water  carriage  system  ..  8263 


Collection  and  Disposal  of  House  Refuse 

There  is  a weekly  collection  of  all  household  refuse  in  Farnworth, 
and  at  the  same  time  a collection  of  salvage  for  war  purposes  The  refuse 
is  taken  to  a tip  situated  away  from  all  dwelling  houses,  where  controlled 
tipping  is  in  operation.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  three  covered  motor 
vehicles,  and  the  staff  of  the  Cleansing  Department  under  the  Borough 
Surveyor 


Sanitary  Inspections  during  1945  (including  Housing). 

No.  of  premises  visited,  1302. 

Defects  or  nuisances:  No.  discovered  1534,  No.  abated  1345. 

No.  of  notices  served:  Informal  497,  Statutory  163 
There  were  no  legal  proceedings. 

Shops  and  Offices — 

/ ' Inspections  Defects  and  Remedied 

Contraven- 

tions 

(a)  Shops  Act,  1934.  relating  to 
ventilation  and  temperature 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary 

conveniences  ...  . 35  — — 

(b)  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 

relating  to  conditions  in 
offices,  i.e.,  ventilation,  sani- 
tary conveniences,  etc  . — — 

Smoke  Abatement. 

6 observations  were  taken  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  necessary 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

No.  of  In-  Prosecu- 

spections  Notices  tions 

1.  Factories  with  mechanical  power  38  3 — 

Factories  without  mechanical 

power  ...  ...  107  7 — 

Other  premises  ...  ...  — — — 

2.  No.  of  defects  found  . ..  16 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Particulars  of  action  taken  during  the  year  :— 

No.  of  houses  disinfested  : — 

(a)  By  Hydrogen  Cyanide  (carried  out  by  Contractor) 


(1)  Council  houses  .. 

4 

(2)  Other  houses 

— 

(b)  Insecticides. 

(1)  Council  houses  ... 

4 

(2)  Other  houses  ...  ... 

48 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  9 dairy  farms  in  the  district  with  approximately  250 
cows.  The  farms  are  inspected  at  frequent  intervals  for  sanitary  defects, 
and  to  ensure  that  the  provisions  of  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Orders  are 
carried  out.  They  are  all  provided  with  dairies  which  have  no  communi- 
cation with  other  buildings.  42  visits  were  made  to  farms  and  80  visits  to 
dairies  and  milk  shops. 
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A large  modern  pasteurising  plant  is  situated  in  the  district,  and 
receives  careful  supervision  and  frequent  inspection. 

Examination  of  Milk  Samples. 

Of  the  80  samples  of  milk  examined  during  the  year  32  were 
found  to  be  bacteriologically  unsatisfactory.  The  producers  were  acquainted 
of  the  results  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

The  tubercle  bacillus  was  found  in  5 samples,  and  the  appropriate 
steps  for  the  removal  of  the  infected  animals  were  taken 

(b)  Examination  of  Ice  Cream. 

Early  in  the  year  the  standard  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  town  was 
examined  and  14  samples  sent  for  bacteriological  examination.  7 of  these 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Subsequent  samples  have  shown  great 
improvement  and  the  constant  supervision  of  the  ice  cream  supply  in  the 
town  has  resulted  in  a reasonably  good  standard  of  ice  cream. 

(c)  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

All  premises  where  food  is  stored  or  exposed  for  sale  are  inspected 
at  regular  intervals.  During  the  year  the  following  food  was  condemned 
and  surrendered  : 64  tins  milk,  53  tins  fish,  88  tins  meat.  10  stones  cod, 

10  stones  herring.  24  lbs.  jam.  172  lbs.  butter.  26  lbs.  margarine,  5 lbs. 
cheese,  25  lbs.  prunes.  12  lbs.  liver,  20  lbs.  bacon.  7 lbs.  sultanas,  149  lbs. 
dried  peas,  56  lbs.  cauliflower  and  100  tins  assorted  foodstuffs. 

(d)  Adulteration  of  Food. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Authority  under  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts,  and  samples  are  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector 
in  collaboration  with  the  local  Sanitary  Inspector. 

* 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  : — 

Milk  10 

Other  articles  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

One  sample  of  milk  was  found  to  be  adulterated  and  the  vendor 
was  prosecuted  and  fined  £i0  and  <£6  costs. 
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